























Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $3.50. 


SS Please Order From: 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Ill. 





| ; Ecclesiastical Fabrics Inspiring picture of the 
Immaculate Heart 


Lit ical Colors 
Stes of Mary 


GOLD BROCADES 
(Like frontispiece) | 
Bandings — Emblems 
Beautifully lithographed in 
LINENS 8 colors, with an oil painting 
Ecclesiastical Trimmings effect finish. Requires no glass 


5 ize, x2 5 
(Prompt Deliveries) for framing. Size, 15 x20 in 





PRICES: — Unframed, $3.00; 
Thomas A. Blake Framed, $5.00; Holy Card size, 
$3.50 per 100, or 5¢ each. 


Order from: 


National Center of the Enthronement 
4930 South Dakota Ave., N.E. 
Washington 17, D.C. 

OR: 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual 
366 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


“House of Ecclesiastical Materials” 

















INFANT OF PRAGUE GIFT PACKAGE — A beautiful ever-sharp 
pencil, with image of the Holy Infant; a devotional booklet; a chaplet, 
with directions for praying; a blessed medal, picture, and leaflets; all 
enclosed in a gift box, with card bearing sender’s greetings. A pleasing 
gift for any occasion, only $1.50, prepaid. 


Order from: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Tabernacle and Purgatory 


Printed and published monthly by the Benedictine Sisters of Per- 
petual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the supervision of a Bene- 
dictine Father. 


Subscription Price: $1.00 per year. Foreign countries: $1.25. 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1103, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 
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August Premiums 





For ONE Subscription 


Picture of the Immaculate Heart of Mary — Holy card size (2% 
x 4 in.); richly colored. Unframed. An inspiring representation for 
one’s desk, a bookmark, etc. OR: 

Assorted Bookmarks — A packet of attractively printed book- 
marks, with encouraging verses and spiritual thoughts, which make 
a nice enclosure for letters. 

Under Mary’s Mantle — A booklet on the loving care bestowed 
by our Heavenly Mother on all who entrust themselves to her in life 
and death; the consecration of children to Mary; selected prayers. OR: 


Infant of Prague Torpedo Pencil — A 2-way pencil holder, of 
white plastic material, with an image of the Miraculous Infant of 
Prague imprinted in blue and the inscription: The more you honor 
Me, the more I will bless you. Eraser and pencil come with each holder. 


For TWO Subscriptions 


Artistic Picture of Our Holy Father — A beautiful lithographed 
likeness of Pope Pius XII, mounted on a red backing. 10 x 13 inches. 
OR: 

Sacred Heart of Jesus — Baroness Von Oer’s conception of the 
benign Heart of Jesus, bust size, with hand raised in blessing; sepia 
print. 11 x 14 inches. 


For FIVE Subscriptions 


Thoughts on Purgatory — A handy manual with reflections for 
every day of the month, and many devotions in behalf of the holy souls. 


For SIX Subscriptions 


A Priest after God’s Own Heart — An ascetical manual for priests, 
prayer book size; 240 pages. Neatly bound in black cloth, with red 
edges and gilt title. An appropriate gift for any occasion. OR: 


Confession, Direction and Particular Examen — A very practical 
gift for those aiming at higher perfection. Makes a choice gift for 
religious, 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Immaculate Heart of Mary, Refuge of Sinners 


“This Queen,” says St. Bernard, “is so compassionate and 
benign that when a sinner, whoever he may be, recommends him- 
self to her charity, she does not question his merits, or whether he 
is worthy or unworthy to be attended to, but she hears and suc- 
cors all." “Oh, how many,” exclaims the Abbot of Celles, “who 
deserved to be condemned by the justice of the Son, are saved by 
the mercy of the Mother! for she is God's treasure, and the 
treasurer of all graces; and thus our salvation is in her hands, and 
depends on her.” 




































































Oabernacle and Purgatory 


A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada and Foreign Countries, $1.25. 
Published with ecclesiastical approbation and with the Blessing of Pope Pius XII 


Vol. +4 August, 1948 No. 4 


hee Mather Calls! 


ee Oe Omen oe 


F, AS the beloved disciple, St. John, revealed to St. Ger- 
trude, the privileged confidante of the Sacred Heart, de- 
votion to the Heart of Jesus has been reserved for these 
later ages when charity has grown cold in many hearts, 
surely the same may also be said of devotion to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary. For, although devotion to 
that most pure Heart is practically as old as Christianity 

itself, it was not until our present century that it blossomed forth in 

its full vigor. Since our Blessed Mother’s own request at Fatima in 

1917 that her Immaculate Heart be accorded a special veneration, that 

devotion has been receiving an ever greater impetus, comparable to the 

sun’s increase in brightness as it rises from dawn to noon-day splendor. 

But as the sun reaches the zenith of its power only when it has attained 

the highest point in the heavens, so devotion to the Heart of Mary 

will not have reached its zenith until it illumines all the world and 
envelops all hearts in its grace-giving rays. We say, ALL hearts; for 
although it would indeed be a glorious triumph for the Mother of God 
to have conquered all Catholic hearts, we cannot imagine the merciful 

Mother of all mankind resting content until she has won the hearts of 

all men and has drawn them all into the embrace of her loving Mother-. 

Heart, that she may in turn present them to the Heart of her Divine 

Son. For the Heart of Mary, it would seem, is the magnet by which 

Jesus wishes to draw souls to Himself. eit y 
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It is for each one of us, then, to do all we can to make fruitful 
the message of Our Lady of Fatima, by consecrating to her our own 
individual heart, first of all, and then seeking to gain as many other 
hearts for her as we can. If, until now, we have not responded as 
wholeheartedly as we should to the message of Fatima, which has been 
proclaimed by tongue and pen the world over during the past few 
years, perhaps it is because we have not duly realized the gravity of 
the world crisis as being a struggle between the forces of good and 
evil rather than between political powers. This message was restated 
in forceful language by the Archbishop of St. Andrew’s and Edinburgh 
(Scotland) in a recent pastoral letter. Though addressed to his own 
spiritual subjects, it is applicable to the faithful all over the world, 
and is well worth repeating here, at least in part. 


A Grave Warning 


“Now that the smoke and mists of war are lifting from the world,” 
writes the Archbishop, “the pattern of our conflict with the powers 
of darkness becomes daily more distinct. The Holy Father tells us 
that the present crisis is perhaps the gravest since the beginning of 
the Christian era. Never, he says, has the conflict been so widespread, 
so intense and so ferocious. The entire world is involved. The human 
race is divided into two vast armies: those who are for God, and those 
who are against Him. The battle has been pointed. It must be fought 
to a finish. The issue is Christianity or Communism. 

“The Catholic Church will triumph. But though we have God’s 
word for it that the Church will not fail, it does not follow that in- 
dividual districts, countries and nations may not fall away... It is 
abundantly evident that the organizing intellect behind the present 
campaign against God and His Church is the leader of the fallen 
angels, who, we know, is the Prince of this world. There is no com- 
parison between the strength of weak and sinful man and that of the 
angels. Engaged in mortal combat with the devils, unaided human 
nature would be practically powerless... The signs of diabolic per- 
versity and fury are so clearly seen in the present crisis that no think- 
ing Catholic can fail to realize the issue involved. 

-X“A startling feature of the world position today is that though we 
are unaware of the danger threatening, though the Holy Father has 
repeatedly issued solemn warnings in regard to the appalling fate over- 
taking us, still, even Catholics, for the most part, are not yet alive to 
the seriousness of the impending doom. Partly perhaps, through war 
weariness, but mostly from indifference and apathy, we are daily drift- 
ing towards a world-wide crash which may end in chaos and destruction. 
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“In days gone by, men sinned, but they realized that they were 
violating the law of God. They accepted the claims of God to man’s 
allegiance and, even when in the heat of passion they rebelled against 
God’s commands, they realized they were doing so, and were not with- 
out a certain hope that before death they might try to make their peace 
with the Almighty. Perhaps the most sinister feature of our country 
at the present time is that widespread feeling of utter indifference to 
the very existence of God. Duties towards God do not enter into the 
plans and schemes of those who are shaping the destinies of nations. 
Opportunism alone has been their guiding light, and unless this in- 
sane course be checked, a scourge of suffering and torture beyond all 
power of imagination will be let loose upon all mankind. 

“Human might cannot control the forces that have been set in 
motion. Schemes of man’s unaided intellect, no matter how brilliantly 
conceived or skilfully directed, are powerless to save this country and 
Europe from the shattering catastrophe towards which we are being 
pitilessly swept forward by the powers of evil. One thing alone can 
save the situation: a widespread religious revival, deep, intense, en- 
thusiastic. We may well ask, is it already too late? Have we not been 
as the emperor of old, who played whilst Rome was given to the flames? 
Just as upon Nero in his excesses there came punishment, swift, fatal, 
final, so now in the case of Europe may it not be that the scourge of 
God’s retribution has already been decreed? We do not believe that 
this is so; but if God’s anger is to be turned aside, it is imperative that 
we should, without delay and with heart and soul, adopt the means 
which will appease the wrath of the Almighty. 


The Call of Fatima 


“Through the long centuries since the foundation of Christianity, 
in every crisis — and there have been many — the Church has in- 
stinctively invoked the Mother of God and never has Mary turned a 
deaf ear to the prayers of the faithful. When Islam in battle array 
stood at the gates of Europe, threatening to wipe out the civilized 
world with fire and sword, Christianity was saved by her intervention. 
Lepanto and Vienna were both victories of the Holy Rosary. In more 
recent times Our Lady has spoken again at Pontmain, La Salette and 
Lourdes. Now in our own day we have the call of Fatima. We have 
spoken to you already of Fatima and it is unnecessary to repeat here 
what was said then. But as the threat of atheistic communism has been 
growing, the Holy Ghost seems to have been urging ever more earnestly 
upon the faithful the lessons imparted by the Blessed Virgin to the 
three peasant children of Portugal. When the Mother of God appeared 
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to these shepherd children in that amazing series of apparitions, her 
main request was for the devout and frequent recitation of the Holy 
Rosary, generously supported by penance in reparation for the out- 
rages offered by sinful men to her Immaculate Heart. She also re- 
quested the children to persuade as many of the faithful as possible 
to consecrate the first Saturday of each month for five consecutive 
months, in reparation for the outrages offered to her Heart and that 
of her Divine Son. She directed 
that on these Saturdays a quarter 
of an hour should be spent in med- 
itating upon the sufferings of Our 
Lord, or in the thoughtful recita- 
tion of the Mysteries of the Rosary. 
Secrets were imparted and promis- 
es made to the children. 


“One of the most important of 
the promises was that if Russia 
were consecrated to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, and if the Rosary, 
accompanied by penance, were said 
widely and with sufficient devotion, 
Russia would be converted and a 
time of peace bestowed upon the 
world. If this were not done the 
vengeance of God would descend 
with shattering violence upon the 
human race and a period of agony, 

Gus Laty of Fults torture, and dismay, greater far 
than anything endured in the war, would visit the earth...” 

His Excellency here briefly reviews the wonderful progress of de- 
votion to Our Lady of Fatima at her shrine in Portugal and the triumph- 
al procession of her statue through many countries of the world, which 
he says has been regarded as a personal visit of the Blessed Virgin 
herself. He then continues:— 

“It is felt that if the Mother of Jesus and our Mother is brought 
directly into contact with the borders of Russia (by visit of her statue) 
both from the east and west, she will release a flood of grace which, 
sweeping every obstacle aside, will bring freedom, peace and blessing 
to ‘the long-suffering Russian people. The tyranny imposed upon 
these hapless millions by a handful of infidel rulers alone prevents the 
masses of the people from turning to God and seeking in His service 
that peace for which the whole world longs.” 
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The Archbishop then puts the pointed question: “Dearly beloved 
children in Jesus Christ, may we not well ask ourselves, what are we 
doing in this great campaign for God?...” And he answers it with 
this exhortation: “It is still open to us to play our part, to prove 
ourselves faithful to God and worthy of those to whom we owe so 
much. It is not yet too late. Very soon it will be and unless we at 
once practice penance and recite the Holy Rosary, as enjoined upon 
us so clearly and emphatically by Our Lady, we shall have to bear 
the punishment due to our indifference. 

“The message of Mary fo the children leaves no doubt about what 
she would have us do. She wishes the Rosary to be recited daily by 
every Catholic throughout the world. If this were achieved, what a 
wondrous unseen power for good would be released!... The earnest 
insistence on this prayer by the apparition clearly proves its importance 
at the present juncture. God grant that our apathy, selfishness or in- 
difference may not stand in the way of our practicing this exercise on 
which the Mother of God sets such store. . . 

“The second point on which the visions in Fatima laid stress was 
the devoting of the first Saturday of each month for at least five con- 
secutive months to reparation to the Immaculate Heart of Mary... 

. “The apparition also pleaded for penance. We all have enough 
suffering and hardship in our lives to make us saints, if we only ac- 
cepted these and offered them cheerfully to God in reparation. The 
loss through acting merely by force of habit and routine is very great. 
The first line of penance and reparation might well be the willing 
acceptance of all suffering and sacrifice demanded in the daily round 
of our state of life, such as the trials that come from lowering the 
standard of living, from the inclemency of the weather and similar 
inconveniences. The exertion involved in attending Mass and receiv- 
ing Holy Communion has great power as reparation if accepted with 
this intention. Good honest work, conscientiously performed, seems 
simple but is invaluable. Toil, sweat, tears, are God’s own appointed 
means of reparation for sin. Undue effort to escape these is to avoid 
the first and most direct route of return to God. 

“Under the guidance of Our Lady, other means of reparation will 
suggest themselves to many, but the above-mentioned are simple and 
available to all. Before it is too late, let us face the facts and look 
to the future. Comparatively few have been brought into personal con- 
tact with the worst forms of the appalling horrors that were perpe- 
trated during the recent war. Everything points to the truth of the 
message given to the children of Fatima that unless reparation is made 
with sufficient earnestness and fervent prayer offered by the body of 
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the faithful, the communist plague will spread throughout the whole 
of Europe and a scourge of warfare, more terrible and widespread 
than the last, will be sent by an angry God upon an apostate world. 

“Let us, while there is still time, join in one vast united effort to 
turn aside the impending catastrophe, by the daily round of the beads, 
by reparation on the first Saturday of every month to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, and by penance, and thus secure from the Queen of 
heaven and earth the conversion of Russia, with peace and happiness 
for mankind.” 


The Call of the Holy Father 


Our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, made his customary appeal for 
prayers to the Blessed Virgin during May even more emphatic this 
year by issuing an Encyclical on the subject. To his earnest exhorta- 
tion to all Christians to “crowd around the altars of the Mother of God” 
and implore the gift of “mutual, fraternal and complete peace among 
all nations, and the longed-for harmony among all social classes,” he 
joined the admonition that they add to their prayers “resolutions for 
Christian renewal and salutary works of penance.” For, he said, “our 
prayers are most readily welcomed by the Most Blessed Virgin when 
they are not merely fleeting and empty words, but the outpouring of 
hearts adorned with the required virtues.” : 

The Holy Father called attention to his dedication of the whole 
human race to the Immaculate Heart of Mary a few years ago, and 
added: “It is Our wish that wherever the opportunity suggests itself, 
this consecration be made in the various dioceses as well as in each 
of the parishes and families. And We are confident that abundant 
blessings and favors from heaven will surge forth from this private 
and public consecration.” His Holiness gave the example by conse- 
crating the city of Rome to the Immaculate Heart of Mary at the close 
of the month of May. 

August brings us again the feast of the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, on the 22d, just one week after the feast of the Assumption, — 
and this year it falls on a Sunday! Surely, then, to our Christian obli- 
gation of assisting at Holy Mass we will add the voluntary reception of 
Holy Communion in honor of and reparation to Mary’s Immaculate 
Heart, and the consecration of ourselves and our families to her. For 
those who have not yet answered Mary’s call, may this feast be the 
starting point of a faithful and fervent devotion to her Immaculate 
Heart, according to the pattern she herself outlined at Fatima. 


My Mother calls... I will not say no! 
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St. Mechtilde’s Vision of the Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin 
—+000-4— 


i N THE vigil of the glorious Assumption of the Bless- 
ed Virgin Mary, St. Mechtilde was rapt in prayer, 
and it seemed to her as if she were in a little cot- 
tage, where, upon a couch, lay the Most Blessed 
Virgin, covered with fair white linen sheets. “Whence 
is this, O Maiden-Mother,” exclaimed the saint, “that 
languor can be in thee, since we believe that thou 
wert altogether a stranger to the pains of death?” 
The Blessed Virgin answered: “When I was in prayer, and set on 
fire with the remembrance of all God’s goodness to me, and with a 
desire of praising and thanking Him, — of which men can have no 
conception — there came upon me a new fire of the love of God, 
and stirred up within me an unutterable desire of seeing Him and 
of being with Him. When that fire of love had increased so much 
that all my strength failed, I lay down upon my couch and all the 
orders of angels ministered to me. The Seraphim helped my love, 
kindling in me that Divine fire more and more. The Cherubim minis- 
tered unto me the light of knowledge, so that I foresaw in spirit all 
the great things that the Lord, my Son and my Spouse, was about to 
do for me. The Thrones preserved in me undisturbed rest, which I 
enjoyed in God. The Dominations stood by me, and served me with 
the same reverence as that with which princes venerate the queen and 
mother of their King. The Principalities, by their presence, prevented 
those who had come to me from venturing either to speak or to do 
anything that might disturb the quiet of my soul. The Powers drove 
back the demon-hosts, lest they should dare to approach. The Virtues, 
for the increase of my honor, stood around me, clad and adorned in 
my virtues. The Angels and Archangels, by their homage, caused all 
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those who were present to serve me with the greatest devotion and 
reverence.” 

St. Mechtilde then saw in spirit how the angels hovered about the 
most glorious Virgin, and the seraphic spirits, as it were, walked on 
her breath. Seeing St. John the Evangelist standing opposite the Most 
Blessed Virgin, she said to him: “By that gift which thou didst offer 
to God, when for His Mother’s tender love thou didst desire to be 
deprived of all who were dear to thee, I ask thee to obtain for me 
that I, for Christ’s love, may cast away from me all that is dear, so 
that I may love Him with my whole heart.” St. John answered: “So 
great was the consolation that I drew from the words of my Lord’s 
Mother, that never did I hear from her one word at which I did not 
feel special joy.” 


How the Most Blessed Virgin Was Taken into Heaven 


On the holy night of the Assumption, when St. Mechtilde was 
in choir, it seemed as if she were again with the Blessed Virgin, who 
was lying on her couch. And behold! (as it was given to her to 
understand) the height of Infinite Majesty bowed itself down into 
the abyss of holiness, that is to say, into the most humble heart of 
Mary, and so abundantly filled it with the torrent of its own Divine 
delight, that her most holy soul, being absorbed, was wholly trans- 
fused into God. And thus did Mary’s most holy soul go forth from 
her body with joy unutterable, a stranger to pain, flying with exceed- 
ing gladness into the arms of her Son; and resting with all love and un- 
speakable delight upon His Heart, it was borne even unto the throne 
of the Most Blessed Trinity, amidst the festal exultation of the saints. 

God the Father, with the most gracious affection of His whole 
Fatherhood, then received her soul into His paternal Bosom. The 
inscrutable Wisdom, the Eternal Son, with the exceeding honor be- 
fitting His beloved Mother, paid her filial reverence, and raised her 
to the sublimest height at His right hand on the throne of His glory. 
The Holy Spirit, in His benignity and goodness, filled her so abun- 
dantly with all good things that all in heaven were filled out of her 
fulness. 

The Seraphim, who from the beginning of creation had burned 
in the fiery furnace of the Godhead, were yet more inflamed with love 
by the fire of the Blessed Virgin’s charity. The Cherubim, full of 
the brightness of God, were, in a certain manner, illumined with a 
new light; and all the orders of angels and of saints obtained greater 
glory and new joy for the increase of their beatitude from the glory 
of this great Queen. Then, in the immensity of blessedness, the in- 
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comprehensible Trinity flowed in upon her in the fulness of the God- 
head, and penetrated her through and through. And being thus fully 
possessed by God, whatever she seemed to do, God did in her and by 
her; so that He saw with her eyes, heard with her ears, and sang to 
Himself most sweet and perfect hymns of praise with her virginal 
lips, and seemed to rejoice and take delight in her virginal heart as 
if it were His own. 

The Queen of glory then stood at the right hand of her Son, clad 
in a mirror-like vesture of exceeding brightness, in which the good 
deeds of the saints shone forth in a wondrous manner. All the saints 
then came before her throne with ineffable gladness and contemplated 
their own deeds, and, breaking out into new hymns of praise, made 
exceeding sweet jubilee to God. The Patriarchs and Prophets, when 
they gazed at their own yearnings and magnificent virtues, and the 
familiar intercourse which they had enjoyed on earth with God, dis- 
covered that the Blessed Virgin excelled them in all these, because, 
being brighter far than they in grace and virtue and in her more ardent 
yearnings for God, she had been more closely united with God than 
all other creatures. 

And so all the orders of the saints came one by one and gazed at 
the works of their own perfection in the Blessed Virgin, as in a mirror, 
and marvelled, in their joy, at how far she had outstripped them. For 
amongst the apostles she was found to have clung the most faithfully 
to Christ, and most diligently to have kept His words. Amongst the 
martyrs she was the most patient and constant; amongst the confessors, 
the most enlightened and enlightening by word as well as by example. 
Amongst the virgins, not only was she the most chaste and the holiest, 
but she was even the first to cultivate in an eminent degree virginity and 
the whole religious life. Amongst the meek, she was the most meek; 
amongs the merciful, the most merciful; amongst the humble, the most 
humble; amongst the perfect, the most perfect. Deservedly, therefore, 
has she gone beyond the excellencies of the saints. 

St. Mechtilde then heard the Blessed Virgin say: “Whosoever 
desires to be exalted with the highest honor above all men, let him 
subject himself humbly to all men; and he who would be rich above 
all men, let him despoil himself wholly of his own will; and he who 
seeks after the dignity of the highest glory, let him in all things strive 
to exercise himself in all virtues.” 


Spiritual Vitamin for August 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, I give myself to thee. 








SOLEMN NOVENA 
in honor of the 


ASSUMPTION 


of the 


BLESSED VIRGIN 


From August 6th to 14th 


: 


; 


sé 
: 


will be offered in each of our 
four Eucharistic Sanctuaries: 


Clyde, Missouri 
Mundelein, Dlinois 


om 04 Q ed s “ Tucson, Arizona 
ary, crown jueen 0: eaven and earth, 
intercede for us. Kansas City, Missouri 








The petitions and thanksgivings sent to us will be placed near 
the altar of exposition throughout the Novena, and specially recom- 
mended to the holy Mother of God. 


A practical method of uniting with us in making this novena is 
to say the Hail Mary nine times and the Memorare each day. If pos- 
sible, go to Holy Mass and Holy Communion every day during the 
novena, and on the feast of the Assumption, August 15. 


When we wish to obtain some special favor through the interces- 
sion of Our Blessed Mother, the first disposition to bring to prayer is 
the humble recognition of our unworthiness, for it is the prayer of 
the contrite and humble heart that penetrates the skies and rises to 
the very throne of God. Filial resignation to God’s holy will is the 
second requisite, which is especially necessary when we ask for tem- 
poral favors, since we cannot be certain whether they are conducive 
to our salvation or not. Finally, we must pray with confidence, for 
Our Lady will bestow favors upon us in proportion to our filial trust 
in her all-powerful intercession. Our Blessed Mother’s love for us is 
tender and generous, Let us show her tender love, filial confidence, 
ardent zeal in promoting her veneration, and deep gratitude. 


Intentions may be sent to: 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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STRANGE thing, which we find nowhere else in the 
yearly liturgy of the Mass occurs on the second Satur- 
day and Sunday of Lent. On these two consecutive 
days the Gospel is the same — St. Matthew’s account 
of the Transfiguration of our Divine Redeemer. This 
mystery is also the subject of a special feast on the 
sixth day of August. Evidently by this triple commemoration the 
Church wishes to fix our thoughts on that brief glimpse of the glory 
and joy and brightness in which our Lord and Savior lives and reigns 
now and forever, and which even then was less a miracle than the sus- 
pension of a miracle — the momentary withdrawal of the dark veil 
wherewith Jesus, by a miracle of omnipotent mercy, shrouded His 
Divinity during the years of His suffering life. 

St. Matthew, St. Mark and St. Luke describe for us this beautiful 
scene of the Transfiguration. St. John is silent about it; but, as his 
place is taken by St. Paul as recorder of the institution of the Blessed 
Eucharist, so here his place is taken by St. Peter, whom our Lord Jesus 
Christ had “made an eye-witness of His Majesty.” “When we were 
with Him on the holy mountain,” — that is St. Peter’s phrase; and St. 
Matthew calls it “a high mountain apart.” None of the sacred writers 
give it a name, but to tradition it has always been known as Mount 
Thabor. 

It is remarkable how many of the events of sacred history, both in 
the Old and the New Testament, took place on mountains; -as if dis- 
tance, elevation, physical remoteness from the haunts of men, physical 
nearness to the heavens above, increased the solemnity of these events. 
Not only Mount Sinai and Mount Calvary have solemn lessons to teach 
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us, but Mount Thabor also has its practical bearing on our everyday life. 
Without dwelling on the joy and longing which this glimpse of Our 
Lord’s glory inspires, or pausing over the conclusions which faith and 
hope draw from this mystery where Our Lord drew aside for a moment 
the veil of mortality and showed Himself more plainly for what He 
really was, we may very profitably find in Our Lord’s Transfiguration 
a symbol or model of the spiritual transfiguration which Jesus wishes 
to work in us, even in this mortal life, especially by means of Holy 
Communion. For, let us never forget that faith makes us hear before 
the tabernacle the testimony that fell from heaven upon Mount Thabor: 
“This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 

Turning away, therefore, from the three earthly witnesses of the 
mystic scene — Peter, the first everywhere; John, the beloved disciple; 
and James, his brother — the same favored three who were afterwards 
to be the only witnesses of Our Lord’s transfiguration of shame in Geth- 
semane, as they were now the only witnesses of His glory on Thabor; 
turning away also from the three unearthly personages who took part 
in that scene — Moses, the great lawgiver; Elias, the great prophet; 
and Jesus, the fulfiller of the law and the prophets; — turning away 
from the magnificent realities of the Gospel narrative, let us see in it 
now only a symbol of the spiritual transfiguration wrought by our 
Eucharistic Lord in the soul and body of the fervent communicant. 

This transfiguration is not of the spirit only. Rather, it regards 
chiefly or exclusively that virtue which is possible only to beings such 
as we are, composed of soul and body joined together by such mys- 
terious bonds, the spiritual and the corporal intermingled. The service 
of such a creature (and no other) in this mortal state is precisely the 
tribute which our Creator asks from each one of us — a tribute quite 
different from what He can receive from His incorporeal angels. This 
union of soul and body, of spirit and matter, which is the source of our 
weakness and sin, is the source also of our peculiar merit and glory; 
for with us, as with the great St. Paul, “power is made perfect in in- 
firmity” (2, Cor. xii. 9). 

Those poor human creatures, therefore, who can dare to say, or 
even those who very earnestly and humbly wish that they might dare 
to say with that same great Apostle,“ I live, now, no longer I, but 
Christ lives in me” — such Christians are gratefully conscious of a 
triumph of the higher nature within them over the lower, of a superior- 
ity over the senses and the cravings of the animal nature, which seems 
in some sort an anticipation of the privileges of the glorified body; 
as if the spirituality of the soul could flow over upon the very senses 
and substance of the poor perishable body with which it is so marvel- 
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ously united, and could effect in them a certain transubstantiation, by 
which they are spiritualized and transfigured. 

But, alas! it is no wonder that so many wretched sinners lose their 
faith in the possibility of human virtue. We all find it hard to realize 
conditions and circumstances of life that are very different from our 
own; and these selfish sensualists through their own grievous fault are 
unable to believe in a mortal state in which the flesh is subject to the 
spirit. Nay, some of us may have in our own hearts and in our own 
histories contrasts of this kind; capable at one moment of so much 
evil, yet by God’s merciful grace practically fixed and confirmed for- 
ever in a moral impossibility of swerving from God’s sweet and holy 
will. Often, when terrible temptations have come upon children of 
Eve, the Divine grace has enabled them at once to cry to God for help, 
and they have thought of the Blessed Mother of Jesus and prayed to her, 
and suddenly they have found themselves changed in body and soul. 
The temptation that seemed irresistible a moment before has now be- 
come impotent, for their very flesh has been transfigured; and, if their 
faces do not “shine like the sun,” as in Our Lord’s Transfiguration, 
they are at least bright and serene; and they can smile up into God’s 
face, because their thoughts and their hearts, like Our Lord’s garments, 
have “become white as snow.” 

In one of her collects the Church calls the Blessed Eucharist 
the food of immortality. The devout communicant who receives the 
Body of Christ with faith, hope and charity anticipates some of the 
privileges of the resurrection, when, as St. Paul tells us (1 Cor. xv. 42), 
the natural body will rise a spiritual body, and what is sown in corrup- 
tion shall rise in incorruption, what is sown in weakness shall] rise in 
power. That resurrection can, to a certain extent, be effected in us in 
this present mortal state by frequent and fervent recourse to the sacra- 
ments of penance and the Holy Eucharist. 

We want more than deliverance from sin and temptation; we want 
to be transformed, transfigured. At least we desire to partake in those 
sacramental effects which Father William Humphrey, S.J., describes in 
more accurate and more theological language (“One Mediator,” page 
145): “The Holy Eucharist produces effects also on the bodies of Its 
receivers, at least mediately, through the gifts and graces which It be- 
stows on their souls. By means of these gifts the lusts of the body are 
bridled; and the more ample the gifts are, the more efficacious is the 
overflow from the soul to the body. A man thus sanctified in his 
compound nature is, in a manner, even as regards the material part of 
that nature, made partaker of spiritual life.” 


(From “Communion Day,’ by Father Matthew Russell, S.J.) 











Know and Explain Vour Catholic Faith 
—- OHO 
The Apostles’ Creed 
ARTICLE XII — LIFE EVERLASTING (continued) 


The Secondary or Accidental Joys of Heaven 
—-OHO-— 


Glory Arising from the Sacramental Characters 


HE indelible marks which are impressed on the soul by certain 
sacraments are in heaven distinguished by a particular lustre of 
glory, which wonderfully increases the soul’s beauty and beati- 

tude. Through baptism the soul was made a child of God; through 
confirmation it became a soldier of Christ; and the soul that received 
Holy Orders was made by it an officer in the army of Christ. These 
marks will shine brilliantly and gloriously throughout eternity for 
God’s honor and glory as well as for an increase of the glory of the 
elect. 


The Glory of Priests 


To priests alone (and probably also to deacons) is granted the 
marvelous distinction of bearing all three of these glorious sacramental 
marks upon their souls. How great, in consequence, must be their 
glory in heaven above those who are not so distinguished! To form 
some idea of the marvelous glory of the priest in heaven, we must 
understand in some measure the greatness of his dignity and power 
on earth. 

Every Christian in the state of grace may be called “another 
Christ.”” But how much more truly may this be said of the priest, who 
stands in the closest relation with Christ and participates in a singu- 
lar manner in His dignity, power and prerogatives. When, at the 
Last Supper, Our Savior instituted that sublime Miracle of Love, the 
Holy Eucharist, He instituted side by side with It and as a necessary 
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complement to It, the Catholic priesthood, to perpetuate and adminis- 
ter this Divine Sacrament through the ages and to carry on the work 
of redemption. At the Last Supper, after changing the elements of 
bread and wine into His Body and Blood, our Savior conferred on 
His Apostles and their successors the power to do that which He Him- 
self had just done. Thus He ordained that the Catholic priest should 
not only represent Him on earth, but that he should be, so to say, 
His ‘“‘other self.”” Thereby He elevated him above the rest of mankind, 
nay, above the angelic spirits, who might well admire with holy envy 
those among the sons of men whom they see clothed with sacerdotal 
dignity. For this reason St. Francis de Sales used to say that if he 
were to meet an angel and a priest at the same time, he would first 
salute the priest. 

In the priest are deposited all the powers of God Incarnate; to 
him are entrusted all the treasures of grace which God desires to pour 
down upon men, for to him is confided Christ Himself, the Author of 
grace, and the guardianship of the Tabernacle in which Our Lord 
resides. The priest offers Christ in sacrifice to His Heavenly Father, 
and gives Him to the faithful for the nourishment of their souls. He 
opens the gates of heaven to souls by pouring upon them the saving 
waters of baptism, and washes away the stains of their sins in the 
Sacrament of penance by virtue of the power imparted to him by 
Christ. He announces the tidings of the Gospel and dispenses to men 
all the means of salvation. Hence, he partakes most intimately in the 
threefold character of Christ as Teacher, Shepherd and Ruler, and be- 
comes in truth a redeemer, a sanctifier of souls, a mediator between 
God and men, through and in and with Jesus Christ. 

If, then, even here on earth the priest is endowed with such 
amazing power and dignity, how great must be his glory in heaven 
after he has faithfully fulfilled his ministry here below. In addition 
to the aureola of virginity and that of a doctor of the faith, surely a 
very special crown is awarded to him as a distinctive mark of his 
priestly character, and as a reward for his self-sacrificing labors for 
the salvation and sanctification of souls. 

Doubtless to bishops and other prelates of the Church there will be 
awarded also a distinctive mark of honor and glory in virtue of their 
office of shepherd of souls, and particularly to the sovereign pontiffs — 
that glorious line of Popes from Saint Peter to the last to govern 
the Church of Christ. With Christ, the Eternal High Priest, all who 
are invested with the priestly dignity will reign as priests forever, and 
will forever be distinguished among all the angels and saints by the 
sublime character of their priestly office. 


The Glory of Infants and Little Children 


Finally, there is in heaven that white-robed army of baptized chil- 
dren who died in infancy or in the flower of innocence before they at- 
tained the use of reason and were therefore incapable of offending God. 
But in heaven they are no longer children; their glorification has trans- 
formed them into grown men and women, and they enjoy the full per- 
fection of human nature, just as do those who died in their adult 
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years. They too enjoy the Beatific Vision and participate in the second- 
ary joys of heaven, but their beatitude is a free gift of God. They 
gained heaven without any effort on their part, in virtue of their 
adoption as children of God in baptism, and through the merits of 
Jésus Christ. No matter how great may be their happiness, then, they 
cannot equal in glory the apostles, the martyrs, the confessors, the 
priests, the virgins, the religious and pious souls who gained heaven 
by struggling manfully against the world, the flesh and the devil. It 
is true, they never sinned; but neither did they ever make acts of faith, 
hope and charity, nor practice any other virtue. Hence, their crown 
must be called a crown of the generosity of God rather than a crown 
of justice. Their salvation is a free gift of unspeakable generosity, 
and their unceasing song is a song of gratitude to God for having taken 
them out of the world before their souls were stained with sin or their 
hearts turned from virtue by the allurements of the world. 


All Should Strive for a High Degree of Glory 


Not only to certain privileged souls or classes of souls, then, are 
high honors accorded in heaven. They are offered to all; they are 
eligible to all, without exception, with the grace of God. If anyone has 
heretofore considered it boldness to hope for a high degree of glory 
in heaven, let him banish this thought from his mind. It is not audacity, 
but virtue, to strive after a high degree of sanctity and consequently 
an intimate union with God. Married or unmarried, rich or poor, 
learned or unlearned, all are called by God to strive for heaven, with 
the solemn assurance that when their course is run, a just Judge will 
crown them with glory and place them in the company of His elect 
to reign with Him for all eternity. 


Social Joys of Heaven 


St. Thomas Aquinas and other theologians tell us that the human 
heart will preserve in heaven all the lawful affections which God put 
into it here upon earth, and that these affections will contribute greatly 
to the secondary happiness of the elect. We may conclude, then, that 
in heaven we shall enjoy social joys even as we do here upon earth. 

Among the many joys this earth affords us, none can surpass the 
consolations of a sincere, noble and faithful friendship. Holy Scripture 
says: ‘“‘He who has found a faithful friend has found a treasure. Noth- 
ing can be compared to a faithful friend, and no weight of gold and 
silver is able to countervail the goodness of his fidelity. A faithful 
friend is the medicine of life and immortality’’ (Ecclus. vi. 14-16). 
Yes, the desire for love, for friendship, for congenial companionship, 
is so deeply rooted in our hearts that without such companionship life 
would lack one of its sweetest joys. 

If, then, the companionship of a few devoted relatives and friends 
lends such charm to our life here on earth, where so many imperfec- 
tions enter into all our social relations, what will it be in the Com- 
munion of Saints in heaven, where we shall enjoy the most loving and 
intimate friendship of all the angels and saints, without the least mix- 
ture of imperfection? 
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Surrounding the throne of God, over which bends the rainbow of 
eternal peace, the shining hosts of angels and saints form but one 
happy family, of which God Himself is the most loving Father and 
Mary the tender Mother and Queen. There in that blissful country ali 
barriers of race and class and social standing, of learning and ignor- 
ance, have disappeared. Divine charity communicates itself from the 
Heart of Jesus to the hearts of all His elect and preserves perfect har- 
mony in their affections and relations. In this glorious company, none 
has the slightest imperfection; none is provoked to anger nor to the 
least movement of pride, envy or discontent. There no contrariness, 
no discord, no avarice, no selfishness, no ill will, are found. There 
are no opposing interests, no contests of ambition, no clashes between 
opposing wills. The entire company consists of holy friends and chil- 
dren of God, whom the Beatific Vision endows with the highest knowl- 
edge, adorns with all virtues, frees from all evil inclinations, secures 
against all error, and where all are united in so intimate, devoted and 
perfect a love, in such complete conformity of heart and will with God, 
that not the slightest discord ever mars the supreme bliss of their 
companionship. The glory of heaven satisfies all; all are perfectly sa- 
tiated and contented; each one has all that he can wish for or desire. 
God is all in all; and because each one of the angels and saints pos- 
sesses God fully, and hag all things in God, an imperturbable peace 
reigns in this heavenly society. The members of this blessed company 
are, according to the expression of the Apostle, the living stones which 
love unites into one great temple, in which God dwells forever. 

Here below the conditions of our existence permit us to have social 
relations with but a limited number of our fellow-mortals, and only 
with those who are living at the same time as we; the rest are unknown 
to us — strangers with whom we never have any communication. It 
is not so in the blessed company of heaven. There each one of its 
inhabitants knows all the others and is known and loved by them all 
in return, no matter in what distant parts of the earth or in what 
centuries they lived. 

But the greatest of the social joys of the blessed in heaven is 
most certainly the company of Jesus and Mary. If, under the veils of 
faith, they found such delight in conversing with Jesus during their 
earthly life, how great will be their felicity in seeing Him face to 
face, and in being loved by Him as a most tender and devoted Brother, 
a kind and solicitous Father and a most loving and affectionate Spouse, 
and that as if they alone were the object of all His affections. 

Though they shall love and venerate Mary as their glorious Queen, 
they shall specially rejoice in giving her the sweet name of ‘“‘mother” 
and in being called her children in return. Yes, in heaven each one 
of the elect will find in Mary a mother unspeakably more loving than 
the most tender of earthly mothers. Here on earth the capacity of the 
human heart is limited, and whatever may be its devotedness, it ex- 
hausts itself in giving. But in heaven the love of our Blessed Mother 
will pour itself out inexhaustibly upon each one of the elect, as if each 
were an only child, and to each one she will open all the treasures of 
her maternal heart. To be continued 
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Glorifying Christ, the Divine Preacher and Teacher 


Seen nee eee 


N OCTOBER, 1936, a clergyman recommended that a 
moratorium be declared upon preaching. Realizing the 
very great danger now threatening the whole Christian 
world, a Catholic priest and a member of the laity 

answered to this: ‘“‘No! Not: ‘Stop preaching,’ but ‘A more fervent 
preaching of the Word of God!’ must be the slogan.’’ In January, 1937, 
there was founded, in gratitude for the priesthood, co-operating with 
it, and giving assurance that the lay people hunger for the ‘‘Word of 
God,” The Crusade for a More Fervent Preaching and Hearing of the 
Word of God, which emphasizes, above all, the far-reaching influence 
of the pulpit, especially at Sunday Masses. 

The Crusaders’ greatest weapon was their recourse to prayer, 
which soon received wide recognition and spread all over the nation. 
Encouraging letters were received from Archbishops, Bishops, Priests, 
Sisters and lay people, all emphasizing that the preaching of the “Word 
of God” is vitally indispensable. An advisory board, composed of over 
one hundred and twenty distinguished priests, was formed, with an ac- 
companying executive clerical committee of twenty-eight prominent 
priests. Many Sisters also, thousands of whom give catechetical in- 
structions, received the Crusade with great enthusiasm. 

In November, 1938, the Very Rev. Paul James Francis, S.A., 
Spiritual Director, received from Rome the Apostolic Blessing on the 
Crusade. The Most Rev. Amleto Giovanni Cicognani, Apostolic Dele- 
gate, sent a message to the Crusaders “‘to continue the good work,” 
and in October, 1939, the Most Rev. Francis Spellman, Archbishop of 
New York, gave his wholehearted approval and said that the movement 
was “very good.” In 1945 the Crusade was presented to our Holy 
Father, Pope Pius XII, and received his approval and blessing. Many 
Cardinals in Rome, and heads of various religious Orders also, gave 
it special commendation and encouraged its continuance and spread. 
Cardinal Lavitrano, head of Catholic Action, said: ‘“‘The Divine Teacher 
is the true source of the salvation of the world.’’ He pointed out that 
preaching is the means by which necessary enlightenment and firm 
guidance must be given to the minds of the people, which are in great 
confusion at the present time, 

- Rt. Rev. Fidelis de Stotzingen, the late Abbot Primate of the 
Benedictine Order, had this to say of the importance of the Crusade: 
“The supreme importance and necessity of preaching the Gospel of 
Christ was clearly set forth by the Apostles. The press, the radio and 
the screen never tire of carrying their message to the multitudes. There 
probably never was a time when the Divine charge of preaching needed 
to be complied with more conscientiously, more perseveringly, and 
more prayerfully than in this present day and age. The pulpit must 
not remain silent.” 

Seeds of the movement have been planted in Canada, England, 
France, Germany, Italy, Spain, Switzerland, India, South America, Asia, 
and Africa, and the Crusaders are striving for an ever greater exten- 
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sion of the work in the hope that the indifference of so many people 
in matters of faith may be checked and a new impetus be given to 
religion. 

The month of August has been especially dedicated by the Crusad- 
ers to the Divine Word, imploring Him to shower His blessings on 
the spreading of the “Word of God” in a time when the devil is mak- 
ing every effort to silence the “Church Teaching.” The special objec- 
tives of the Crusade are: (1) To increase preaching and hearing of 
the Word of God, emphasizing the value of the sermon at all Sunday 
Masses, in the belief that 
there is no more effective 
medium of Christian prop- 
aganda than our paro- 
chial pulpit. Great im- 
portance is placed also 
on the spreading of the 
“Word of God’ by the 
laity whenever opportun- 
ity arises; (2) To arouse 
devotion to Christ, the 
Divine Teacher of Na- 
tions, asking Him to 
strengthen the Church 
Teaching as well as the 
Church Hearing; (3) To ]} 
glorify Christ, the Divine 
Preacher and Teacher of 
Nations, through a GLO- | 
RIOUS FEAST in His 
honor, which will great- 
ly emphasize the teaching 
authority of Christ and 
His Church. 

Such a Feast of Christ, ‘*I am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life’’ 

the Preacher and Teacher (John xiv. 6). 

of Nations, it is held, 

would be most powerful in directing Catholic thought, as the words of 
the Holy Father, proclaiming Christ as the Divine Preacher and Teach- 
er, through the institution of a Feast, would have great authority and 
weight. Many “false Christs’’ are now leading thousands of souls 
astray, and such a Feast would be a vital factor in emphasizing the 
teaching authority of the Church. Through this Feast the Church 
would voice its protest against the teachings of Satan, and make rep- 
aration to our Divine Teacher for the insults uttered against Him, and 
for the deafness of men to His holy Word. The Feast would have a 
wide and lasting influence on all times and nations. In becoming a 
part of the Liturgy, it would be a constant reminder to priests of the 
Divine command to preach and to the faithful of their duty to listen. 


Finally, Jesus Christ is Prophet, Priest and King. We were 
created to know Him, to love Him and to serve Him. By the Feast 
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of the Sacred Heart, we profess our love for Christ the Priest; by the 
Feast of Christ the King, we pledge our service, and by the Feast of 
Christ the Preacher and Teacher (Prophet), we would bring souls to 
His knowledge. These three feasts would then represent in a joyful 
trilogy the three reasons for our existence: to know God, to love Him, 
and to serve Him, so that we may be happy with Him forever in heaven. 





Progress on Our Kansas City Sanctuary 
@ AN en re ie 

S work goes forward on our new sanctuary of the Holy Spirit 
AN in Kansas City, we are given frequent practical lessons on 
49 the high cost of building... Were it not for the help of kind 
friends, such as we quote here, we should find the burden a 
very frightening one. But as it is, we trust that the Holy Spirit will 
continue to inspire generous souls to give us the required assistance, 


both by their prayers and their material offerings. 
¥ 





“My fiancee and I intend to offer a donation for 4,000 bricks for 
the new building in Kansas City, and wish to make it in several install- 
ments. Enclosed is our first check. Of course our eyes are on the 
monstrance to be made for use in the new sanctuary, to have our 


initials engraved on it...” 


: “For favors granted, the writer pledges to buy at least ten tons 


of mortar for the new sanctuary, which will in some manner be a 
small gesture for considerations granted by the Infant of Prague.” 
Yi 


“Please accept the enclosed offering for your building fund. It 

was given me today as a birthday gift and | would like to offer it to 
you in thanksgiving and grateful appreciation of your prayers for 
the recovery of my sister. She underwent a successful operation and 
I know it was your prayers and Our Lord’s Divine help that guided 
her surgeon.” 
: “I am sorry my help is very little. I am praying daily the five 
decades of the Rosary to our Blessed Mother and to our dear Lord in 
the Blessed Sacrament to touch the hearts and minds of every one 
with good means, to help build the chapel, that in a short time it 
will be finished.” 


“I am enclosing an offering for your building fund, in thanks- 
giving to the Sacred Heart for a great favor received. My sister who 
had been away from the sacraments for eleven years made her Easter 
duty. I am very happy about it and feel that the prayers of you 
good Sisters have brought about this miracle of grace. I will pray 





























In the little temporary ctuary, the Sisters are literally ‘‘crowded’’ 
round the Blessed Sacrament. 
daily to God that He may move many generous hearts to contribute 
to your building fund so that it may soon be completed.” 

The joy of seeing the plans, so painstakingly prepared over a 
period of three years, gradually assuming material form, is a pleasure 
beyond expression, and we look forward to the day (not far distant, 
we hope) when our Eucharistic King will be enthroned in His new 
sanctuary in surroundings more befitting His august Presence. 

The Laying of the Cornerstone of the new sanctuary is scheduled 
for three o’clock in the afternoon of October 3, Rosary Sunday. Through 
the Queen of the Holy Rosary, may many souls be inspired to help 
erect this sanctuary for the glory of the King of Love! 


Benefits to Benefactors 

All who contribute toward the building fund will share in a 
special way in the prayers and good works of the Benedictine Sisters 
at this Sanctuary, and at all our convents of Perpetual Adoration (at 
present four in number). Donors of ten dollars will have their names 
entered in the Golden Book which is kept near the altar of exposition, 
and will be enrolled as Privileged Members of the Association of Per- 
petual Adoration, entitling them to special benefits. Those who are 








120 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


able to give $100.00 will merit the great privilege of having their 
initials engraved on the beautiful monstrance to be used for exposition 
at the Sanctuary of the Holy Spirit, specially designed to honor the 
Holy Spirit and to symbolize His Seven Gifts and Twelve Fruits. They 
will also be enrolled as Privileged Members and their names will be 
placed in the Cornerstone. (Offerings may be made in memory of 
deceased persons and their names enrolled in the Golden Book or their 
initials engraved on the monstrance.) 

All offerings, large or small, will be gratefully received by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 


The Chance of a Lifetime 


olsen foe 


ES, graduation day was over! Jeanne breathed a sigh of relief 
as she looked at the crisp new diploma, curling in her hands 
as she tried to spread it out before her on her dressing table. 
But there was a tinge of melancholy in her heart, too, as she 

lived over in thought the four happy years at St. Mary’s, and especially 
the many thrilling events of the past week, in which she had been the 
center of so much attention and admiration. Her exceptional gifts 
of mind and heart had gained for her the highest honors, and her 
charming, gracious manner, coupled with rare beauty of face and form, 
had made her at the same time one of the most popular of the gradu- 
ates. In addition, nature had gifted her with a pleasing soprano voice 
and special musical and artistic talents. 

Life smiled upon Jeanne on that bright May morning, as she 
looked out into a world that seemed to be opening to her new vistas 
of thought and activity. Well had graduation been called “commence- 
ment,” she mused, for it was indeed the commencement of a new life, 
where dreams were to give way to realities and where she herself was 
to become, at it were, the mistress of her destinies. But her problem 
now was to choose among the many careers toward which her varied 
talents beckoned her. 

For weeks Jeanne pondered the question; and though always 
lighthearted and gay as she helped her mother about the house, or 
took part in various social affairs, or played the lovely new piano 
which her parents had presented to her at her graduation, one could 
at times find her in a deeply thoughtful mood. Her parents gave her 
kindly advice, bidding her not to be hasty in her decision, for upon 
it would depend her future happiness. Her pastor, too, and her 
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teachers sought to give her the guidance she asked of them. But there 
was one above all whom she made her confidante who, she knew, would 
not fail to help her make the right choice, — the Blessed Mother of 
God; often one might see her kneeling at Our Lady’s altar after the 
eight o’clock Mass in the morning, or at some quiet afternoon hour 
when she slipped into the church for a little visit, praying long and 
fervently. 

One day as she was leaving the church after one of her afternoon 
visits, a booklet in the pamphlet rack caught her attention. It was 
entitled “The Chance of a Lifetime.”* “That’s just what I’m looking 
for,” she said to herself, as she slipped a dime into the slot and tucked 
one of the pamphlets into her handbag. That evening the booklet so 
engrossed her attention that even the taunts of her small brothers 
failed to draw from her any repartee. After finishing it, she remained 
for some time in deep thought. Might not this be the answer to her 
prayers? Why should not she be one of those heroic souls described 
by the author, who devote their lives to the service of God and His 
holy Church? Why should not she embrace this “chance of a life- 
time” and make her life really worthwhile, not only for time but for 
eternity? Perhaps Mother Angela was right after all in saying that 
those who least suspect it are often the ones who find they have a 
religious vocation. 

During the next few weeks she did much serious praying and 
thinking. Providentially she also heard a radio talk on vocations 
which gave her much encouragement. These words of the speaker 
struck her in particular:— 


“Good health, generosity, a happy disposition, and, above all, love 
for God and His creatures — these are the requirements of a candidate 
to the Sisterhood. Girls of exceptional talents, girls of ordinary abil- 
ity, professional girls — all have a place in dedicating themselves to 
the service of God and religion. Many yearn for the life but often 
they are not qualified. Some fear the convent as too gloomy, difficult 
and confining. They should visit a convent and see there the happiest 
women in the world... 


“The unfounded notions of some writers which have pictured 
Sisters as incarcerated girls who were practically imprisoned by their 
parents to keep them on the straight and narrow path is very untrue. 
That they are women disappointed in love or frustrated in their am- 
bitions in life is ridiculous... 





*A booklet on vocations to the priesthood and the religious life, 
published by the Queen’s Work, 3742, W. Pine Blvd., St. Louis, Mo. 
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“The candidates for the convent are normal girls whose earnest 
desire is to serve God. They understand the attractions of the world, 
the naturalness of family home life. The attractions of self-directed 
freedom are sacrificed, as they are in every way of life by the majority 
of girls, for a desired dedication. What girl wants to remain free 
from responsibility of a vocation in life? She would be unhappy 
without a definite purpose. It is natural to serve a cause. 

“Candidates for the convent, like all normal human beings, yearn 
for love. For them, the noble love of God and for God represses 
any earthly love. They see Christ in His creatures — yet they serve 
them only to serve Him. They know that community life and effort 
is the most efficient way of furthering a cause. United action with 
unity of leadership accomplishes things. It has done this for the 
Church from its early days...” 


When, some weeks later, Jeanne made known -to her parents her 
desire to enter the religious life, they gave their consent and blessing, 
though they knew the separation would be a most painful one. They 
deemed it a high honor to have one of their daughters chosen to be 
a spouse of Christ, and did all they could to encourage and assist her. 

The next step for Jeanne was to choose among the many religious 
orders the one for which she felt the greatest attraction and for which 
her character and talents seemed best suited. She realized that all 
were an important part of the great worldwide Church in her mission 
of saving and sanctifying souls; that, whether active or contemplative, 
each had its special function to perform for the upbuilding of the 
whole Mystical Body. With the help of vocational literature, and 
above all by prayer and the counsel of her confessor, she arrived at 
length at her decision. She would consecrate her life to the unceasing 
adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament. She would unite her voice 
with the choir of virgins chanting the official prayers of Holy Mother 
Church in her Divine praises and keeping perpetual vigil at the feet 
of their Eucharistic King. What life could be nobler or more fruitful 
in blessings than a life consecrated to the direct service of Him who 
is the source of all blessings? To be continued 


~ 





Young ladies at the crossroads of life, who feel God may be calling 
them to a life of Perpetual Adoration under the Benedictine Rule, are 
invited to send for a copy of our pamphlet “The Benedictine Eucharistic 
Adorer,’”’ which will give them an understanding of our life and work. 
Kindly address inquiries to: 


Rev. Mother M. Dolorosa, O.S.B., Prioress General 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


a 





Sas 


= 
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The Souls in Purgatory 


0-6 - Oe 


Reta HE doctrine of purgatory is an essentially Catholic one. 
It is bound up with the Catholic concept of sin and of 
reparation due to God for sin. This fundamental con- 
cept of sin and penance was one of the issues at the 
time of the Protestant Reformation. The “reformers” 
rejected the idea of personal penance on the plea that 
the Passion of Christ sufficed for all. The Church does not deny the 
merits of Christ’s Passion. Who knows better than she that they are 
infinite and superabundant? But she rightly insists that Christ’s merits 
do not and cannot dispense us from the obligation of penance and 
reparation for personal sin. And since a great number of persons 
neglect to do penance — or at least do not do sufficient penance — for 
their sins during life, it follows that they will have to do it in the after- 
life before they can see the Face of God. This is the Catholic concept 
of purgatory. 

Concerning the doctrine of purgatory, the Church defined only 
two things at the Council of Trent: namely, that purgatory exists; and 
that the souls in purgatory can be helped by the suffrages of the faith- 
ful on earth, especially by the Holy Sacrifice. How long a person 
suffers in purgatory we do not know. We know it will cease for all 
men after the Last Judgment; but that individual souls may be in pur- 
gatory for a much longer time than we are normally inclined to think 
is suggested by various practices of the Church, especially when she 
allows the establishment of Mass leagues and other suffrages in per- 
petuity for souls, — such as the Association of Perpetual Adoration 
(see explanation next page) — and urges the faithful to remember the 
departed frequently, as she herself does daily in the Holy Sacrifice. 

What a merciful dispensation of God it is, and at the same time 
what a consolation for human hearts, that it is in the power of the 
living to follow beyond the grave those they once loved here on earth 
and to assist them with their prayers and alms. If we truly loved 
them, we will be faithful to the memory of our own dead; and if we 
are truly imbued with the spirit of Christlike charity, we will not neg- 
lect to help all the holy souls by our supplications and penances. No, 
we cannot let a single day pass without in some way or other invoking 
the Divine clemency for them, imploring mercy in their behalf, making 
satisfaction for them, ransoming them by our alms and good works, 
and so hastening the time when the gates of heaven will be thrown 
open to them. 
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And let us remember that if our own prayers are so efficacious to 
assist the holy souls, the prayers and merits of the holy Mother of 
God, who is the Queen of purgatory, are still more so. It is a pious 
tradition, related by the learned Gerson, that on the day of the trium- 
phant Assumption of the Blessed Virgin, purgatory was emptied, Mary 
having at the moment of her death solicited and obtained from her 
Son the grace of entering heaven accompanied by all the souls detained 
in that place of expiation. From that time, says St. Bernardine of 
Siena, she was put in possession of the privilege of delivering those 
most devoted to her from the pains of purgatory; and it is received as 
a truth that not only are those pains mitigated, but that they are also 
shortened by the merits of Mary. 

St. Peter Damian relates that a certain woman named Marozia ap- 
peared after her death to a person whom he knew, and told him that on 
the feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin she had been delivered 
from purgatory with a multitude of other souls, so great that the num- 
ber exceeded that of the whole population of Rome. Other saints assure 
us that the same takes place on the feasts of the Nativity and the Res- 
urrection of Our Lord, and that on these great days, Mary, accom- 
panied by legions of angels, descends into purgatory and delivers from 
thence a throng of souls. 

Happy, then, thrice happy are those souls who were devoied to 
Mary on earth, since she, after having protected, assisted, and accom- 





Enrollment in the Association of Perpetual Adoration enabies both 
the living and the dead to participate in perpetuity in the following 
benefits: 


1. The unceasing adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament, exposed 
in the chapel of the Motherhouse of the Benedictine Sisters of Per- 
petual Adoration, at Clyde, Missouri and those of its branchhouses. 


2. The holy Sacrifice of the Mass, daily celebrated in each of the 
adoration chapels and offered by the Sisters for all the members. 


3. Daily remembrance in Holy Communion by the Sisters, over 250 
in number. 


4. Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament, given twice daily in 
each chapel. 


To be enrolled, the name of the person must be inscribed in the 
register of the Association of Perpetual Adoration at the Motherhouse 
at Clyde, Missouri, and an offering of one dollar made towards the 
maintenance of the service of Perpetual Adoration. 


For further information, please write to: 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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panied them during life, follows them even into purgatory, where she 
consoles them and delivers them at the earliest possible moment. Let 
us be assured that if we serve this Mother of Mercy faithfully on earth, 
she will not leave us without succor after our death, if we should be 
obliged to satisfy Divine Justice in the flames of purgatory. And let 
us remind her often of her suffering children, beseeching her to offer 
up her merits to God in their behalf, in union with our stammering 
prayers and supplications for them. 





Messengers of Mercy 


Co ioe oe 


HE holy souls in purgatory are often referred to as the POOR- 

EST OF THE POOR because they are utterly helpless and 

can do nothing to alleviate their sufferings or hasten their 
deliverance. This title might also be fittingly applied to the poor, 
destitute war victims of Europe who were left helpless, homeless and 
penniless by the ravages of the most devastating war the world has 
ever known. 

Week after week, month after month, yes, year after year, these 
poor sufferers have had only the barest means of existence, living al- 
ways in the hope that conditions would be improved so they could again 
be self-supporting. But through no fault of theirs, their state of desti- 
tution continues, and they must continue to hold out their wasted hands 
in a pitiful plea for food to keep them from starvation and for clothes 
to cover their emaciated bodies, to say nothing of the many other 
necessaries of life which they utterly lack. 

May our dear readers then bear with us if we continue to plead 
in their name — yes, in the Name of Jesus, whose members they are, 
and who deigns to identify Himself with the suffering and afflicted — 
for assistance in the form of alms, clothing, shoes (new or worn) etc., 
to bring some relief to the many who appeal for help. And to aid us 
in the discharge of a task which altogether exceeds our powers, we 
will be most grateful if those who are able will apply to us for address- 
es of needy convents, families, and individuals, and send some food 
and clothing packages direct. God will most certainly reward with 
special blessings those who in this way practice the great corporal 
works of charity and become messengets of mercy in His Name. 

Kindly address all offerings and packages to: 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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[yittle [rovers’ freague 
wn eipespotie 


' WEET Heart of Mary, be my salvation! What a beautiful 
)) prayer this is! It is a prayer of confidence and love. It 
is a prayer that should often be on our lips and in our 
hearts, especially when we are tempted or in trouble. The 
most holy Mother of Jesus is all powerful to help us in any 
difficulty. She has the heart of a mother, so tender and 
loving that she cannot refuse anyone who asks her help, 
no matter how undeserving that person may be. The heart of our 
Blessed Mother, next to the adorable Heart of her Divine Son, is the 
most holy, the most pure, the 
most noble of all hearts, the 
greatest and the most loving. In 
it are all goodness, all sweetness, 
all mercy, and all love. 

Our Blessed Mother’s heart is 
the source of every virtue, and in 
honoring and praising it, in lov- 
ing it, we learn to be humble, 
pure, and obedient; to be meek, 
generous, and patient, to be faith- 
ful to our duties and to strive 
ever to please God in whatever 
we do. Through it and in it, we 
should adore, love, serve, bless, 
praise, thank and pray to God. 
Through it and in it, we should 
offer ourselves to God and pray 
that the virtues of that most pure 
heart may make up for our lack of 

Heart of Our Mother and Queen, virtues and goodness. We should 

Pee ee pray that the Sacred Heart of 

Jesus may rejoice in this heart, that it may be the delight of God the 

Father, the object of the love of God the Son, the most pleasing place 
of rest of the Holy Spirit. 

Devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary will bring you many 
graces. The month of August is specially dedicated to this Most Pure 
Heart and a feast is kept in its honor on August 22. Many persons 
who have a great love for this heart dedicate the first Saturday of 
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every month to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, just as on the first 
Friday they honor the Sacred Heart of Jesus. On this day they go to 
Holy Mass and receive Holy Communion to thank God for all the graces 
bestowed on our Heavenly Mother, and to make up for the offenses 
and sins committed against her loving heart. They pay a visit to her 
altar or shrine, or venerate a picture of the Immaculate Heart, and 
pray the Rosary in her honor. This devotion is most pleasing to the 
Blessed Mother. 

A little over thirty years ago, she came down from heaven and 
showed herself to three little children in Portugal, and asked them to 
tell people to honor her in this way. Our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, 
has also urgently asked Catholics to honor the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, and has especially begged little children to pray to her that 
through her most holy heart she may give peace to the world. Surely, 
you will try to do this in honor of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 
especially on the first Saturday and on her feast, August 22. 

PRACTICE: * Each morning when you say your prayers, ask the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary to help you overcame the temptations which 
that day may bring and to avoid sin. Pray that this Immaculate Heart 
may obtain graces for souls so that sinners may be converted and the 
good grow in holiness. Each evening, thank God for His infinite good- 
ness in making the Immaculate Heart of Mary so full of sweetness, of 
love and mercy. 


ASPIRATION: Sweet Heart of Mary, be my salvation! 


St. John Berchmans 
( ap by NE of the many saints who were specially devoted to the Blessed 





Mother of God, and one who is a splendid model for you, is 
St. John Berchmans. His feast is: kept just two days before 
Our Blessed Mother’s Assumption, on August 13. St. John Berchmans 
lived in Belgium, two hundred years ago. He was the son of a shoe- 
maker. His parents took great care to train him properly so he de- 
veloped a noble, upright character. He was naturally kind, gentle and 
affectionate, and a great favorite with his playmates. When a boy, 
St. John Berchmans took St. Aloysius as one of his special patrons. 
Like St. Aloysius he was brave and open-hearted, attractive in his 
manners, and had a bright, joyful disposition. Yet he had his faults, 
too, for he had a quick temper, which he sometimes found it hard to 
check, and at other times he could be quite fickle and undependable. 

When John was only seven, he already showed signs of a vocation 
to the priesthood. Even then he had a remarkable devotion to Holy 
Mass and the Rosary. He took delight in serving two or three Masses 
each morning with the greatest fervor, and by various little devotions 
showed ‘an unusual love for the holy Mother of God. John was but 
nine years old when his mother was stricken with a long and serious 
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illness. During the hours he was in school, his thoughts often turned 
to her, and as soon as school was out he would hasten home to sit by 
her bedside and console her with his affectionate words. 

When still quite young, John went to live with several other boys 
in the home of a priest, who gave them Latin lessons and other in- 
structions to prepare them for the priesthood. Eager to learn, and 
gifted with a quick understanding and a good memory, John made 
rapid progress in his studies. He never wasted his time but devoted 
to his lessons whatever time he could take from other occupations. His 
companions profited by his good example and became more diligent 
too, imitating him in his obedience and in his respect for his teachers 
and parents. He used his influence to help them overcome their in- 
clination to be lazy and to restrain their pranks, but he did it in such 
a way that they were happy to follow his leadership. 

What distinguished John from most of his companions was his 
piety. As we said, he was accustomed to serve two or three Masses 
each morning, and he regularly attended religious instructions with the 
deepest attention. He often made pilgrimages to a shrine of Our 
Blessed Mother, praying the Rosary as he walked there and back, or 
being absorbed in holy thoughts. He used also to pray the Stations 
of the Cross, barefooted, every Friday evening. He found pleasure, too, 
in giving catechism lessons to children of the neighborhood. ‘ 

His greatest desire was to enter the Jesuit Order and become a 
priest. John’s father was quite set against his becoming a Jesuit, 
though it seems he was willing that he should become a priest. But 
at length John overcame his family’s opposition, and was received into 
a house of the Society of Jesus in Belgium. He remained there for 
two years, and was then sent to Rome to finish his studies for the 
priesthood. He had been in the Holy City a little over two years, when 
one summer day he became very ill with a severe fever, of which he 
died, on August 13, at the age of twenty-two years. 

St. John Berchmans is a patron of youth. He is often spoken of 
as the saint who did ordinary things in an extraordinary way. That 
means he did everything for love of God, in the best way he could. In 
his purity, obedience, and admirable charity, he equalled many saintly 
religious, but he surpassed them all by his great love for the rules of 
his Order. He is often pictured with the book of rules, his Crucifix 
and his rosary, because of his great love for these three things. He 
used to say, “If I do not become a saint when I am young, I shall never 
become one!” He said he would rather die than break the smallest 
rule of his Order. Take him as your special model in this faithful 
observance of the commands of your parents, your teachers and other 
lawful superiors. 
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CATHOLIC 
READING MATTER 


IS of the greatest importance for the recovery 
of the war-devastated countries. Many per- 
sons interested in supplying such reading mat- 
ter will be glad to know we have the following 


BOOKLETS IN GERMAN 
10¢ each 


Six Discourses on the Enthronement 
**On the Heart of Our Mother (Fatima) Go to Joseph 
**Faithful Guard by Day and Night 














DeéMontfort’s Devotion to Mary. Assist the Holy Souls 
Saint Gertrude the Great 
5¢ each 
Little Devotions to the Holy Infant Jesus The Holy Hour 
Devotion to Our Sorrowful Mother Good St. Anne 
**Encyclical of Pope Pius XII to the German People 
_~_— an 
**Consoling Revelations — 30¢ Message of the Sacred Heart 
2 for 5¢ 


NOTE: The above booklets are also available in English, except the four 
marked.** Pictures, holy card size, with German prayers may be obtained 
at 75¢ per 100; leaflets, 35¢ and 50¢ per 100. 





SOME CONSOLING BOOKLETS 
(In English only) 


Pathways to Peace — An admirable booklet 
containing considerations on God’s love and Provi- 
dence to help souls find peace of heart and mind 
through the exercise of Faith, Hope and Charity. 10¢ 


Words of Consolation for the Sick and Afflicted — will console and 
inspire the sick and depressed, and help them to use their time and suffer- 
ings profitably. 10¢ 

Through Death to Life — The Church's beautiful and consoling teachings 
on the sacrament of extreme unction, with instructions for care of the sick 
and attending the dying; ritual of the last anointing and prayers. 10¢ 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





MARY - BOOKLETS 


Our Lady of Fatima, Queen of the Holy Rosary — A timely booklet 
for the month cf the Immaculate Heart of Mary, which gives the details of 
the apparitions of the Queen of the Holy Rosary at Fatima and her appeal 
for devotion to the Rosary and her Immaculate Heart, with the promise of 
special graces. 10¢ 


The Rosary, My Treasure — A delightful booklet on the Rosary, ex- 
plaining its power, beauty and excellence, with reflections on its mysteries 
and information on the Rosary Novena and Archconfraternity. Specially 
recommended now when, in response to Our Lady’s appeal for the daily 
Rosary, many seek to renew their fervor for this beautiful prayer. 10¢ 


The Mysteries of Mary — Considerations on fifteen of Mary’s principal 
feasts, with suggestions for a daily practice in honor of each mystery, and 
a novena prayer. 10¢ 


Liturgical Novenas and Triduums for Feasts of the Blessed Virgin — 
A favorite booklet in honor of Our Blessed Mother. The novenas and tri- 
duums for the forty feasts included are drawn exclusively from the Liturgy. 
The second part of the booklet is devoted to an explanation of DeMontfort’s 
“True Devotion to Mary,’ and offers many beautiful prayers. 15¢4 


Assumption Novena Booklet — A thirty-two page booklet with reflec- 
tions and a special prayer to be used in a novena immediately before the 
feast of the Assumption. 3 for 10¢ 


Other Popular Booklets 


Gems from the Liturgy for the Feasts of Our Lord - Part II— Unique 
in its make-up and object, this booklet is a splendid help in celebrating the 
feasts of Our Lord in the spirit of the Church, by using prayers and texts 
from the Liturgy. Use it for the feast of the Transfiguration, August 6, and 
for feasts during the remainder of the year. 15¢4 


From Earth to Heaven — The meaning and purpose of Christian life is 
explained, and guiding principles suggested whereby to make sure of attain- 
ing one’s final goal — HEAVEN. 10¢ 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





